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Welcome to Debsoc for 2009! If you're new to our world then have a read of this
and a chat to us on our stand in the Quad. If you're an old hat, make sure you
remember to come along and sign up in time for a cheaper Great Debate ticket.

What you’ve happened upon here is Squirrel, our quinterly (yes, | made that word
up) Debating Society publication. If you don’t know how a Squirrel relates to our
illustrious sport then you're just who we're looking for to come along and learn a bit
about debating.

Now you’re going to have a busy few weeks. Coming up on Thursday 5th March
we’ve got our annual Great Debate. Read a bit more about that on pg 9, although
I’'m sure you've seen the chalk. And then next week, Wednesday 11th March is our
intro night. Pizza, drinks, a debate to watch, and an election for a first year rep.
Democracy at work.

Beyond that we meet every Wednesday at 6:30 in the Student Union building.
People go and grab a beer if they want one, and it's a nice evening of whichever
style/event/trial happens to be on. So it's not too scary.

After more info? Demanding. Hop onto the website at http://www.debsoc.co.nz, or
else flick us an email to one of the addresses below or vicdebating@gmail.com.
Otherwise visit us in the Quad during Orientation Week and ask us some questions.

Last year was very arguably (since we're in the industry) the most successful year
for Vic Debsoc, let alone any New Zealand university. Ranging from our successful
internal grades to the North Island and national competitions, and then overseas to
the Philippines and Ireland, 2008 showed the strength and diversity of our society.
That's definitely something worth getting involved in, and there’s a chance for
everyone - pros, novices, judges, or just interested chaps and chapettes.

Great Debate! Intro night! Vic Champs! Easters! Pro-Am! Thropy! All these things
are right around the corner and you don’'t want to miss them. So go on, wander
back to the Quad and sign up.

- Seb Templeton, Secretary.

President: Polly - 0272451115/ pollyhigbee@gmail.com
Vice-Pres: Kathy - 0272855725/ kathy.scottdowell@gmail.com
Secretary: Seb - 0274284172/ sebtempleton@gmail.com

2nd Yr Rep: Ella - 0273151490/ ella.edginton@gmail.com



Hello there! I would like to extend a big
welcome on behalf of all the Debating
Society’s current members to you.
Congratulations on joining (or considering
joining) the most successful debating
~ society in New Zealand. Every year we get
4 new members and they are what have kept
¥ the Society going since 1899. The Society
& debates current issues of the day, covering
& a wide range of topic areas: international
1 relations, domestic politics, ethical issues,
Pl environmental problems, social policy and
so on. If you're interested in learning how to
analyse current events, argue any side of a
problem, and increase your public speaking skills and confidence levels, then this is the society for you.

The Society is looking forward to another great year in 2009. We'll be sending teams to tournaments all
around New Zealand, Australia, and as far afield as Turkey for the World Championships next summer.
However, there are heaps of opportunities for debaters of any level to get involved. If you're new to
debating the Society offers a number of training, debating and tournament opportunities for novices (as
detailed in the Novice Report in this issue of Squirrel). If you've done a bit of debating at school, or at
some time in the recent past, we can help you improve your skills through our weekly club nights and
internal competitions. You should also definitely try out for one of our tournament teams that will be
heading off to University Games in April or the Joynt Scroll competition at Otago in the second trimester.

Aside from debating in internal and external tournaments, practising on club nights, and doing public
debates, the Society also has a highly social aspect to it. We go out after club night on a Wednesday,
this year to the friendly Eclipse bar, which is just down the road from Kelburn and is providing us with
great drink deals. The Society also has mid-year and end of year dinners, an end of year party, quizzes,
bowling evenings, and special event drinks throughout the University’s two main semesters. And if you
do go away to a tournament in 2009, you can expect loads of social events, big bar tabs and heaps of
company from other universities around New Zealand and the globe.

This Debating Society has a pretty amazing history, it was established before the University was; this
year is the Society’s 110th anniversary. We have a proud tradition of producing some of New Zealand’s
top lawyers, politicians and academics, but more importantly, New Zealand’s best debaters. In 2009 we
will be defending every national debating title in New Zealand and will be returning to the international
debating stage to better our quarter-final performance at the Australasian Champs and our semi-final
performance at Worlds. | hope that every member feels that they can play a part in the Society’s year
ahead, and has an excellent time along the way.

If you ever have any questions or comments about how the Society is being run, or want to get involved
in a bigger way, then don’t hesitate to talk to myself or any of the fantastic members of the executive
committee.

Yours,

President f ; ( :

VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF WELLINGTON DEBATING SOCIETY



Voted in at the AGM in October last year, these 11 members meet regularly and work extremely
hard to make the society what it is. Always feel free to chat to any committee member about any

administrative matters, or about who should buy the next beer. Committee is always here to help.

President: Polly Higbee

Polly has been a member of the Debating Society since she started at Vic

in 2005. She loves to debate, but is giving domestic tournaments a rest this

year to try out the whole adjudicating business. As the President of Debsoc

"8 she is responsible for overseeing committee, helping to organise

& tournaments and events, and generally being the contact person for

¥ individuals or groups who want to get involved or use the Society. If you

have any issues with how Debsoc is going, or any suggestions for how we

could make the Society better, feel free to email her at

pollyhigbee@amail.com, or come and have a chat to her on club nights.

Polly hopes to see all of you at a tournament sometime this year ,whether it

& be at Easters, Thropy, Pro-Am, Australs, Joynt Scroll, or Worlds or even
just one of our internal comps.

Vice-President: Kathy Scott-Dowell

Kathy is the Vice-President of Vic Debsoc for 2009. She is starting her
third year of an LLB/BA majoring in politics and international relations.
Kathy began debating at school, making the New Zealand Schools
team 3 times, winning the Best Speaker trophy at Nationals in Year 12
and was named as Captain of the team twice. At Uni, Kathy has made
broken at every major national and international tournament. In 2008
she was the best speaker and finalist at Joynt Scroll; she has won
Thropy; and she has broken at Australs in the Philippines and Worlds in
Thailand. Her English roots are evident through her adoration of tea
(milk, no sugar), and the occasional odd pronunciation of the word
‘portfolio’.

. Secretary: Seb Templeton

Seb (4th year LLB/BSc) represents the science faculty in the other-

wise LLB/BA obsessed society. Although sure, he only dropped his

¥ Pols major six months ago and spends most of his time at Law

School. Seb spends the rest of his time making websites in and out

of work, and fighting off potential hangovers with late night kebabs.

Seb is an accredited adjudicator, and won Joynt Scroll in 2008. He

[ continues on as Secretary for a second year this year. His main am-
| bition in life is to get to Turkey for Worlds in December and stay

there. Forever. But then his cat would get lonely.

Treasurer: Yogesh Patel

Yogesh (4th year LLB/BCA) escaped the grinding poverty on the
streets of Calcutta as a stow-away on a boat. He arrived in New
Zealand and quickly sailed through the ranks of the local cricket
team. A dedicated worker, he raised enough money (from a
corner convenience store) to send himself to school, where his
passion for debating started. To date he has broken at every
New Zealand tournament twice, and won Easters in 2007.

8 We hope counting change at the dairy means he knows his way
% around money and numbers. Crucial for a treasurer.

Is this your face?

You could be on
committee too!

Our intro night on
the 11th March
also serves as a
general meeting
of the society.
First year
students can
give a one
minute speech
and run for the
role of First Year
Representative
on Committee.

To be a part of
Committee you
have to be able
to attend
Wednesday
meetings at 5:30
before Debsoc
and be prepared
to represent the
views of first year
students, as well
as assist in the
Committee
decisions and
projects.



_ Ella Edginton: 2nd Year Rep
. Though she seldom wears track pants in public, Ella hails from the Hutt, where she started debating in
| college as a form of escapism from the Troubles. She experienced some success, making the New Zealand
. Schools Team, but several losses to an ethnically diverse Scots College team inculcated in her the bitter
" streak which is still evident today. Since starting at Victoria Ella has been more successful, successfully
~ losing the finals of Joynt Scroll and Australian Women's, as well as an Easters semi.

Ella can usually be located by the shrillness of her voice, indeed it is suggested that when excited only dogs
can hear her talk. In her spare time, Ella enjoys liberty enhancing activities like eating and drinking, and being
& hassled about her proclivity to do both to excess.

Emily Bruce: General Exec

! Emily Bruce—what can we say? Bizarre yet endearing laugh, resident Francophile,

1 and lover of large helpings of poached eggs on toast at the Occidental. Emily has

~ been involved with debating since high school, and this year will be Debsoc’s Public-
! Debate-Organiser-Extraordinaire. She also runs the Plunket Medal competition for
Oratory. And drinks gin and tonics. What a woman. When Emily isn’t busy helping out
with Debsoc she can be found in the law school, singing, carrying a large bag, or in
the Hultt.

Hugh McCaffrey: General Exec

Hugh McCaffrey (4th year, LLB(hons)/BA) can often be found on a Wednesday night after Debsoc
nursing a CC and dry whilst arguing the merits of freedom and liberty with anyone who or anything
that appears interested. Often suggesting a bottle of wine can substitute for a proper meal you can
always rely on his company at BYO dinners with a couple of bottles of red by his side.

Despite always wanting to unleash his Irish heritage Hugh is quite handy in the debating arena: as
§ a first year Hugh won Joynt Scroll, Thropy and broke again to the semis of Joynt the following year.
1 He is also an accredited adjudicator.

Ihaia Tichborne: General Exec

Ihaia Tichborne believes fervently in indigenous rights, the Maori Party, Helen Clark, the monarchy,
theism, and John McCain, and laughs with scorn at anyone who claims these beliefs to be mutually
exclusive. Hailing from the deep, dark upper North Island, in the little town of Kawerau where men are
men and women drink Tui, lhaia has done quite well for himself in Debsoc by coming second in
anything that matters (in particular at Easters 2006 and 2008), and is unofficially considered to be the
number 1 at coming number 2 in debating. Although he may look 50, lhaia claims to not be a day over
30, and loves the fact that he is never asked for ID anywhere. Ever. A stalwart of Wellington Debsoc, it
is Ihaia's fervent wish to finish his degrees in Maori Studies and Law before his (apparently) accelerated
metabolism causes him to die of old age.

Stephen Whittington: General Exec

Stephen Whittington is a 5™ year part-time University student studying towards a BA in
Classical Studies and Latin and an LLB (Hons). He works full time as the Research
Assistant to Hon Sir Roger Douglas MP, but still finds time to read from the liberty canon.

He has won every National debating tournament, made the Grand Final of the
Australasian Intervarsity Debating Championships, and the semi-finals of the World
Universities' Debating Championships.

Sarah Wilson: General Exec
Sarah Wilson. If Barack Obama was a skinny white girl, he’d be Sarah. Sarah used her
amazing eloquence to be elected to the Debsoc exec. She needed to say no more than “I
promise to bring baking to every meeting” to be quickly elected, prompting many to regret
their withdrawal from running to be on the same committee as Ms. Wilson. Sarah wishes
B that Helen Clark wasn’t running for head of UNDP as it will reduce Sarah’s future

- chances of become Secretary General of the United Nations. In her spare time, Sarah
likes to alphabetise and collects post it notes.




2008 truly was an outstanding By Chris B|Sh0p

year of debating success for

Debsoc. | don't think many

people have quite cottoned on to just how amazing it was. |

think when people look back in, say, ten years, they will be

staggered by how well Debsoc did. The string of results

recorded last year are unlikely to be repeated. Consider how

we did in New Zealand and Wellington, our "bread and butter
P tournaments:

- We won every New Zealand tournament we could enter:
Easters, Joynt Scroll, Thropy, and BP.
- At all three of Easters, Joynt Scroll, and Thropy, the final
contained two Victoria teams, and at BP, three of the four
| teams in the final were from Vic.

- Vic broke three teams (from four) at Easters, two (from four)
at Joynt Scroll, two (from four) at Thropy, and a massive five (from eight) at BP.
- Speakers from Victoria won the best speaker prize as well as the most promising speaker prize at both Easters and
Joynt Scroll
- Vic had six speakers in the top ten at BP.
- We won Parliamentary Shield, had three teams (from four) in the break, and also won the Victoria Shield.

And then add how well we did internationally:

- A Vic team made the semi-finals of Worlds - the first time this had happened since Worlds in 2000.

- Two Vic speakers finished in 15th and 25th place on the tab at Worlds - Vic's highest individual rankings since Worlds
in 2000.

- Two teams made the quarters of Australs - the first time this had happened (that anyone can recall), breaking in 6th
and 8th place.

- Two speakers finished in the top ten on the tab at Australs (for the third year in a row).

- Vic finished as runners-up at the Australian Women's tournament.

And then we won lots of Blues awards:

- Sayeqa Islam, Stephen Whittington, Polly Higbee, Josh Cameron and Chris Bishop won NZ Universities Blues for our
success in 2007 (five of only six blues awarded to Vic students).

- Stephen, Polly, Kathy Errington, Richard D'Ath, Kathy Scott Dowell, Gareth Richards and Chris Bishop won Victoria
Blues for our success from October 2007 - September 2008, and Chris was nominated for sportsperson of the year.

And finally, but very importantly, our internal competitions were very strong.

- The Vic Champs grade, ably convened by Mr Hugh McCaffrey had record participation and was of a very strong level.
- An internal BP grade ran in the second trimester, mixing E e :

experienced debaters with new ones. | am quite sure that | N
the large participation (18+ teams) and good quality of the |
grade contributed to Vic's amazing success at the NZ BP
Champs at the end of November.

- The traditional Pro-Am tournament also had good
participation, and we ran a second Pro-Am in BP style in
the second trimester.

Finally, for the first time in recent memory, we had to have
a preliminary evening to find the finalists for the Plunket
Medal, and the judges of the final commented on the high
standard. It seems Plunket is back in fashion!

Yes, truly an outstanding year.




By Yogesh Patel

Aside from Vic's internal debating competitions, there are
various tournaments held each year around New
Zealand and the globe. They all bring top talent, or
upcoming talent to the competition which makes for an
inspiring battle of wit and feud of brain. There's a
tournament for everyone to participate in, whether it is
Thropy for beginners or Worlds to take on the best from
around the globe. Vic has a history of great success at
these tournaments which we hope to replicate in 2009!

Easters

Easters is two on two impromptu debating with 3 minutes to prepare.
It's held every year during Uni Games at a different campus around New Zealand. For those attending it tends to be a
holiday of debauchery and drinking, just like it is for all the other hundreds of students there for the games. This year
Easters is being hosted in New Plymouth and promises to be an excellent event for all. Vic won Easters in 2008 in what
ended up being a Vic vs. Vic final to bring up 10 consecutive years of wins at it. The pressure just keeps mounting...

Joynt Scroll

This tournament is held in the August holidays each year and is the standard 3 person prepared debating that we all came
to know and love from schools debating. It is also held at a different campus of New Zealand each year and is also
commonly known as Winter's. Expect to spend hours preparing team cases in the build up to the tournament only to see
the moot be squirreled to hell. Well, not true - the squirreling that is.

This year Joynt is in Otago, and we will be defending the title after having won it consecutively for the last three years.

Thropy

Thropy is a North Island tournament for novice debaters. It is also 3 person debating but unlike Joynt Scroll, it is limited
prep, with a generous time of 30 minutes - slightly better than Easters’ 3 minutes. The tournament is named after an
incident at the engravers when the prize cup came back with trophy misspelled as Thropy. It's a great opportunity to get in
lots of debates and practice in one weekend to build up experience. Thropy has gained a reputation as being the most
social of the debating tournaments, so expect a whole heap of adjudicators to accompany the novices to Palmerston North
for a very rowdy weekend.

Once again Vic is defending its Thropy title after having won it for the last three years.

Victoria University BP Invitational, (Vic 1V)

This is possibly the hardest of the tournaments to explain as it
follows the British Parliamentary style of debating which is
rarely practiced in New Zealand. It involves four teams of 2,
with Opening Gov, Opening Opp, Closing Gov, and Closing
Opp. Also limited prep with 15 minutes to think of something to
say. Confusing? Yes. But we do plenty of practice in the
second semester so do not fear!

This tournament is always hosted by Vic in Wellington and
takes place in November after the end of year exams. It is open
entry so anyone can enter and there are no trials for teams.

Vic capped off an amazing 2008 domestic debating year by
winning BP for the fourth time in its five year history.




Australs

Yet another 3 person tournament during the holiday between
semesters in July. Australs is half hour limited prep debate where
teams get a choice out of three topics, rank them, and whichever
motion gets ranked the highest across both teams is the motion that
is debated. Expect to do your sign posting of the main three points. It
is one of two international tournaments that Debsoc attends. Australs
rotates around Australia, New Zealand and South East Asia and this
year it is being held in Melbourne!

Last year two Vic teams broke to the knockout stages. In 2007 Vic
narrowly lost the final and Sayeqa Islam won the best speaker of the
competition, as well as the Grand Final.

Worlds

This follows the BP style of debating like what is used the Vic IV.

The tournament changes location every year around the globe. It takes place over the New Year so everyone gets to
party hard. Teams come from around the world and include some of the top universities and debaters that money can
buy. There are around 600 debaters and lots of adjudicators, so the odds are in your favour for a New Year's kiss.

Worlds 2008 was held in Ireland. Vic broke a team to the semi-final for the first time since 2000! This year we hope to
continue that success at Worlds 2009 in Turkey. Start saving.

I ] By Stephen Whittington

The World Universities’ Debating Championships 2009 was held in Cork, Ireland. Two Victoria teams (Vic A —
Polly Higbee and Stephen Whittington, Vic B — Yogesh Patel and Hugh McCaffrey) along with three
adjudicators (the Bishops and Sayeqa Islam) were in attendance.

The tournament was good. Victoria A made it through to the semi-finals, a fine achievement given the
tournament size of over three hundred. It was the best performance by a Vic team since 2000. Stephen
Whittington ranked as the fifteenth best speaker in the world, and Polly Higbee ranked as twenty fifth. Victoria
B unfortunately just missed out on the break, but put in a fine performance for their very first Worlds.

On the adjudicatorial front, all three demonstrated the depth of judging ability at Vic. Eleanor at her first worlds
chaired several panels. Christopher Bishop judged the semi-finals of the main break — an outstanding
accomplishment, given it was his first worlds as an adjudicator. Sayeqa became the first known Vic judge to
ever judge the Grand Final, which she did with excellence.

As regards social events, | cannot
really make fully informed comments
for | attended few. Generally the food
was of a poor standard and alcohol
choice was minimal. The purchasing
of the initial drink, which was fully
subsidised, tended to create a
gueuing problem. Attempting to
suppress price signals often makes
such signals reveal themselves in
ways that create net loss (wasting
time), as opposed to welfare transfers
(higher prices). | suspect that no one
on the Committee had even read a
basic introduction to price theory.
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To many new members, starting at Debsoc can be daunting, especially if

you have not debated much before. It can appear at times like an

incomprehensible combination of in jokes, strongly held political views

and people wearing Milton Friedman tee shirts. So to help welcome you to the Debsoc jungle, | have outlined some key
events taking place this year that will help you meet other members of the society and get some debating coaching.

1) Sat 2 May: Pro Am - This is a great event for those keen for some training from more experienced debaters. Itis a
one day tournament, consisting of teams of two - one novice person and one experienced. Finalists are selected based
on the performance of the novices, but don't let that put you off, as it is all done in a very relaxed atmosphere.

2) 1st Trimester: Vic champs - This is a in house tournament that is run over several weeks. Teams are assigned early
in the semester, with one experienced debater in each. This combines getting some coaching with some good natured
competition, and is a great way to get some debating practice.

3) 23/24 May (not finalised): Thropy - This an amazing tournament to do, and | would recommend all new debaters to
come along. It's in Palmerston North this year, and is a chance for novices from across the North Island to compete.
Vic’s taken it out for the last 3 years, so with your help we hope to continue our advantage over Auckland...

4) 10 - 13 April: Australian Easters - To finish up, we have a international novice tournament. Held in Sydney over
Easter, this is a chance for you to go and face some of the best debaters Australia has to offer. The tournament follows a
'pro am' set up, with one experienced debater per team.

Vic Champs is everything. We can fly around the world,

and smash two teams into every national final but it's what 11
happens at home that keeps us strong. Last year Vic

Champs was a record size and bred some fantastic new ]

debaters - many of whom went on to perform well at Thropy
and make teams for Joynt Scroll.

Vic Champs runs most Wednesday nights for the first trimester. Debaters are put into teams and have a coach assigned
who prepares and debates with the team. Teams have three speakers on the night, and speeches are 6 minutes with
two 3 minute leaders’ replies. The topic theme for each week will be announced a week in advance for those hard
sloggers of you, but the moots themselves are announced on the night with 30 minutes’ preparation time before the
debate begins. Don't stress though - your coaches will be very helpful.

Each night there will be two debates, with half of the teams going
each round. During the round off, you'll all get the chance to ‘shadow
adjudicate’ - sit in with an adjudicator and learn a bit about how
judging works. There’s no better way to see what not to do then by
sitting in the judge’s chair yourself. On top of all that there will be brief
seminars each week on basic debating technique. And then the
chance to test your skills on the novice stage at Pro-Am and Thropy
(see the calendar). And if you make the final you'll be the star of the
show at our mid-year dinner where the debate will be held.

Sound like your thing? It's a great way to learn, compete, succeed,
and have a good time along the way. Sign up in the Quad in O-Week,
or else at the IGM night or by email. Plenty of ways to do it so you're
not going to miss out. Vic Champs will kick off in week 3, so start
practicing in front of the mirror! Good wholesome fun.



This year Debsoc will be heading off to a brand new (and oh so
shiny) regular bar. It is known as Eclipse and is situated on the
corner of Victoria and Dixon Streets. They're giving us the
following regular deals will be available:

- $4 beers

- $5 wines

- 2 for 1 cocktails (from a selected list)

There may also be other specials and drinks tabs for events
throughout the year.

Other social events to look forward to this year include: IGM

evening, quiz night, the mid year dinner and the post-Thropy final function. In the past we have also had bowling nights
and a whole range of social activities. If there is something you would like to see Debsoc getting involved in this year,
just send me an email at sarahannewilsonnz@gmail.com or come and see me at Debsoc on a Wednesday! More
information about social events will be released closer to the time.

The Debsoc Quiz Night is coming up on the 29th of April - anyone wanting to be involved in planning or be our
wonderful Quiz Master for the evening should get in touch with me as soon as possible. We need people to mark, help
write questions and MC on the night.

But the next major event is the IGM night - we will be having a show debate demonstrating the Easters limited prep
style of debating which will be tested in the first National tournament of the year, to be held in April. This is a fun night
and a chance for anyone interested in finding out more about the organisation to come along and get involved! We will
also be taking sign ups for our internal novice tournament, Vic Champs, to be held during the first trimester. The First
Year Representative to the Debsoc Executive will also be elected at the meeting so first years should take the
opportunity to get involved in running our wonderful organisation. If anyone would like any further details about this
please contact either myself, email vicdebating@gmail.com or speak to any of our Exec members if you see them
around.

Sarah Wilson
Debsoc Social Events Coordinator 2009

The Great Debate. Yay. One of Debsoc’s biggest
fundraisers for the year. This is a comedy debate, 0
sponsored by Tui and starts at 6pm on Thursday 5. O

Be there. We have a great line up, a complementary

beer when you get there, a Tui bar, Tui giveaways and
a Tui tab to work our way through afterwards. Speakers: first, the Hon. Darren Hughes. He did the debate
last year too and he was actually really funny. Perhaps he missed out on a carer opportunity there. Next,
Russell Norman. Greenie MP. The Green Party website tells me that he reckons his educational background
“gives [him] an analytical approach, which is helpful” — helpful to what, | ask, politics or the Great Debate?
Here’s hoping both. Then we have the actual comedians, those who win awards for making people laugh
and who are convinced there is an ultimate joke out there somewhere, there just have to keep looking for it.
Jerome Chandrahasen Great Debated last year too (and the year before), and was great. He's got quite dry humour,
understated yet hilarious. Then we have a few new comers, Tom Williams and Jim Stanton (Jim actually being the
name of a girl...). Both were involved with the Comedy Festival this year, Jim starred in The Comediettes, so they're
guaranteed to be good. Finally we've got Josh Cameron, who isn’t a professional comedian but probably should have
been. He’s a debater from way back and has made the NZ Impromptu Debating team. Probably could have made the
NZ Impromptu Comedy Team too. He is very very funny. And what a great segue into telling you about the chair per-
son, Greg Ellis — he made the NZ Impromptu Comedy Team! Well, he’s a NZ Theatre Sports rep, which is pretty much
the same thing. He's been involved with the Great Debate previously and we've asked him back because everybody
loved him. So a stellar line up, a great night out and free things — all for only $10! Well, $5 if you join Debsoc too! Might
flag? Yeah right.
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For more information on these events check the Debsoc website at debsoc.co.nz




