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Well what a happy Easter for debating. If you 
didn’t hear then a) you probably aren’t reading 
this either; and b) we won Easters. At eleven 
years now I think we could almost say there’s a 
trend. And look how beautiful Richard looks. 
 
The last time that any New Zealand university 
other than Victoria made a final in New Zealand 
(besides the South Island Novice competition) 
was at BP in 2007. The last time that any New 
Zealand university other than Victoria won a final 
in New Zealand was also at BP in 2006. 
 
So happy times for all. Well, us. 
 
That doesn’t serve to discredit any other 
university. Easters was very high quality, and all 
three other campuses always send strong 
competition. Auckland and Canterbury just broke, as did we, at Worlds in Cork over 
summer for instance. For some reason though, Vic just always has the drive to win. 
 
And that drive to win comes from many places, but especially from the strength of 
our internal stuff and novice debating. This trimester is our annual novice fest. Vic 
Champs finishes off with round 4, the semis, and then the final at the mid-year 
dinner. Pro-Am is absolutely the best way to start to get your debating to the next 
level. And then there’s Thropy! Bloody good fun and, like any tournament is, bound 
to exponentially up your skills. 
 
Plus our public debating season kicks off with the first of three, following up an 
amazing few debates last year. Oh there’s a quiz too. And if you’re reading this hot 
off the press then you’re about to settle in to the greatest debating movie made. 
 
Can we really do all that in six weeks? Ha. 

 
- Seb Templeton, Secretary. 
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 Wikipedia tells me that Hawera (population 10, 950) is home to the 
largest dairy factory complex in the Southern Hemisphere. But for one 
glorious week in the Easter holidays it was home to so much more. The advent of the Uni Games in this 
sleepy little town marked the most activity Hawera had seen since the fires of 1884, 1888 and 1912 (hence 
the landmark water tower for insurance purposes).  
 
The Vic squad stayed at a lovely farm oriented motel complex, Kerry Lane Villas, and very much enjoyed the 
well tended lawn for cricket, the delightful wrought iron garden seating and Frances basked the attention she 
received from the resident sheep. We made full use of the industrial barbeques on the first night, and this 
writer is pleased to say that so far, fewer glassware breakages have been reported than normal.  
 
But, to the important stuff, Hawera High School: Posters inform us that red pandas are the ultimate anti-
bullying icon, and the blackboard helpfully told us that weight gain was a reason not to get pregnant when 
you’re young. McDonalds are also keen to send those kids to uni with one of their rural school scholarships 
(optional fries). We were very grateful to have full sized tables to debate from this year, and the courtyard was 
always bathed in sunlight; as opposed to being a place to bathe as the surface flooding allowed in Rotorua 
last year.  
 
Holly, Kathy and Ella were interviewed by a Uni Games reporter who asked the time old question “what do 
you debate about?” We were pleased to report that the topics had been of a very high quality and incredibly 
enjoyable to debate – who would have thought Pirates would be a topic of conversation after the age of 5? It 
was a busy tournament, but by the end of it, gender scholarships had been abolished, endangered animals 
left to die, third parties criminalised for not reporting domestic abuse and barriers to immigration torn down as 
a response to the recession. Amongst other things. This tournament also confirmed the emergence of a new 
and annoying debating phenomena – the EIAR structure (substantive point… and, [because I had no time to 
think in the prep time] Especially In A Recession next substantive point…).  
 
The back tabbing was furious as [Richard and Seb] people contemplated every possible draw the tab 
programme could produce. It is full credit to the strength of the Vic Squad that not only did our top two teams 
make it to the break, but also every other Vic team sat on the same number of wins by the end of the 
preliminaries, and they were all in contention for the last breaking spot. Carrying on the fine Vic tradition, both 
Vic 1 and Vic 2 won their respective semis and went on to debate in the finals on the topic “This House would 
give political parties state funding”. The rest is history; Vic 1 took out the title for the 11th year, Richard and 
Seb made the New Zealand team with Seb being named Captain and Richard the best speaker, Kathy made 
First Reserve, Ella and was highly commended, Alex Olssen promising, Sarah Wilson and Frances Ratner 
accredited – the wild celebration filled with cheap Rosé, curry, outrageous dancing and other things was 
thoroughly deserved.  
 
Congratulations to everyone who attended the tournament, a huge thanks to Jenna and Aidan for convening 
and to Polly for Chief Adjudicating. Bring on next year! 

By Kathy Scott-Dowell 
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It has been suggested by those who don’t know 
any better that Hawera is a quiet, small and 

ordinary town on the road to bigger and better things (like New Plymouth). 
Turns out that’s exactly what you need to have a great time. 
 
Right from day one, Hawera turned on the charm. First up a bit of home baking 
was on the cards, before arriving at the mighty Kerry Lane Villas. I’m pleased to 
say that the Victoria contingent well and truly lived up to its reputation for 
excellence and were praised as the perfect guests. The same however, cannot 
be said for our Southern counterparts, who decided to bring their own slice of 
Dunedin life with them to The Mount View Motel. Soon enough a barbeque got 
going and the good times were underway. 
 
The following night we were rewarded with an excellent quiz from all round star 
of the show, Richard D’Ath, who seemed to be making a habit of excellence 
over the course of the week. But the questions didn’t end there, with local 

Hawerans eager to talk to the group about what it was that inspired them to pay Hawera a visit. In keeping with the 
good-natured spirit, there was even the gifting of red (paper) roses and an origami duck. Conscious to leave before 
things got too heated, the party returned to the villas. However, by then there was no denying the passion in the 
air, and things certainly became fierier for some than for others, isn’t that right Ms Brazier? Admittedly, there were 
still a few blunders in the charm department. Notably, “wow. I’ve never seen so many tall smelly girls in here 
before” [In reference to the heeled, perfumed women residing in the more typically casual ‘Rough Habits’]. 
 
In the name of being delighted by the unexpected, Lauren treated us to a bit of karaoke and I’ll tell you what, she 
was quite the leading light. Having bonded over a Southern Brew and a song, the evening was a time of friendship. 
Not least of all with Clive’s sheep, who proved to be a very affectionate, if somewhat raunchy, fellow. The same 
was not true of the Horse, who delighted in biting any hapless young debater who happened to wander by. Just 
when I thought life in Hawera couldn’t get any better, I fell upon some pumpkins just begging to be relocated to 
Max Harris’ bathroom. And Kathy’s. And Chris Bishop’s. Needless to say, the debating itself was a far more sober 
affair (or so many began to wish). 
 
We ended our week just as we were welcomed, as a community, this time with a Victoria Debsoc dinner. After a 
rousing speech from Polly, it was off into the night to celebrate success once again and take in the town once 
more. 
 
So folks, the standard has been set. Thankyou Hawera. You went out of your way to be hospitable and show us a 
great time. Here’s hoping Melbourne measures up! 

By Holly Jenkins 
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Winners: Vic 1 (Seb Templeton, Richard D’Ath 
Runners Up: Vic 2 (Yogesh Patel, Ella Edginton) 
Best Speaker: Richard D’Ath 
NZ Impromptu Debating Team: Seb Templeton (Captain), Richard D’Ath 
First Reserve: Kathy Scott-Dowell 
Highly Commended: Ella Edginton 
Promising Speaker: Alex Olssen 
Sir David Beattie Cup for Public Speaking: Richard D’Ath 
NZUDC Accrediting Adjudicators: Sarah Wilson, Frances Ratner 
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Victoria Debsoc will be sending four teams and four judges to the Australasian Debating Championships in 
Melbourne, 2-10th July. The tournament looks to be smashing, with a great adjudicator core (including our 
own Sayeqa Islam as DCA) and Melbourne's best hospitality. 

 
The Society is using a new selection 
method which will see those keen to go to 
Australs being ranked on trial performance 
and then being able to select their own 
teams. There has been a great response to 
trials with nearly 20 people trialing for the 
12 debating spots. If you are keen to go as 
a judge keep your eyes open for the judge 
selection process, to be announced in the 
coming weeks. 
 
Vic has a great history at Australs. Last 
year Chris Bishop and Stephen Whittington 
were both named in the top ten speakers. 
Vic 1 and Vic 2 both made it to the quarter-

finals. In 2007 Vic were the runners up, with Sayeqa Islam the best speaker of the tournament and final, and 
Chris and Stephen right up there again. In 2006 Vic hosted Australs and also broke. 

Higbee Espouses Knowledge 

Vic 1: Ella Edginton, Polly Higbee, Stephen Whittington 
Vic 2: Richard D’Ath, Kathy Scott-Dowell, Seb Templeton 
Vic 3: Udayan Mukherjee, Yogesh Patel, Paul Smith 
Vic 4: Holly Jenkins, Hugh McCaffrey, Jenna Raeburn 
 
Four outstanding teams. Good luck! 

��	��	�����	��	�����	��	�����	��	��� ����

If you didn’t notice, the first years have a new representative. 
Frances Ratner was elected at the IGM on the Introduction 
Night as the first year rep for 2009. Frances joins the 
committee as the crucial 1st year voice and 11th member. 
And she’s started well! Frances has just been away to 
Easters where she accredited as an NZUDC adjudicator. 
Frances also has a great background in debating, being a 
strong member of a Wellington Schools team last year. 
 
If you’ve got any issues, or would like to see anything specific 

for newer members to the society, make sure you find Frances one night and have a chat. 
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The annual pro-am day is coming up on Saturday the 9th of May.  

This is an opportunity for newbies to debate along side some of Vic's finest 
talent, past and present.  

An 'am' is someone who is brand new to debating, or who has had just a 
year or two's experience (but who hasn't been to a domestic 

tournament other than Thropy). The day is an awesome opportunity to get some intensive personal coaching 
and up your debating experience. Lots of former pro-am day ams have gone on to win domestic tournaments 
and perform amazingly overseas. 

To register, email vicdebating@gmail.com with "pro-am registration" in the subject line. 

The public debate season that last year took you all 
the way from education vouchers to God to right-
wing governments is back again, and to kick it off 

we’re delving 
into a bit of 
capitalism.  On Monday 11th May a public 
debate will be held on the topic “That 
capitalism is in crisis” feat a stellar line up of VUWSA President Jasmine 
Freemantle and Green MP Catherine Delahunty on the affirmative and 
Roger Kerr (Executive Director of the New Zealand Business Round 
Table) on the negative.  They’ll be joined by some other speakers still to 
be confirmed (but definitely including some speakers from within Debsoc 
itself). 
 
The debate will begin at 6:30pm in Rutherford House Lecture Theatre One 
with speaking times of around 10 minutes.  There will also be tea, coffee 
and mingling/chatting afterwards. 
 
It’ll be an event well worth your koha and your precious time, so don’t miss 
out! See you there! 
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The next two big events coming up for our 
Debsoc Quiz Night (20th May) and the Mid 
Year Dinner which will be combined with 
our Vic Champs Grand Final (3rd June). 
The Mid Year dinner will have a debate 
and pre-drinks at the restaurant (very new 
and cool) followed by dinner. 

Both of these are fantastic opportunities to 
get involved in the lively social side of Vic 
debating. Both are at a venue yet to be 
confirmed but more details to follow soon! 
If you have any ideas relating to social 
events or places you would like to see us 
going, get in touch with me by emailing 
sarahannewilsonnz@gmail.com. 
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By Emily Bruce 
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Says Ella Edginton 



Thropy is fun. Good fun. 
 
2006 - Vic starts its winning streak back 
with Hugh McCaffrey, Chris Foulkes, 
Ioana Gordon-Smith beating Fiona 
McAllister, Kathy Errington, Seb 
Templeton in a Vic vs Vic final. 
 
2007 - Emily Bruce, Kathy Scott-Dowell, 
Richard D’Ath fuck on Auckland, who 
have the audacity to make a final, in a 10
-1 split. 
 
2008 - Udayan Mukherjee, Jane Pring, 
Tom Matthews beat Chris Blackford, 
Sarah Wilson, Matt de Wit and Chris 
Blackford ties up his shoelace during his 
speech. 
 
That’s the debating that’s been going on, 
and it’s been brilliant. But there’s much, 
much more. 
 
2006 - Hamilton City of the Future is hit 
by Vic debaters climbing on statues (it’s 
a stupid statue, and it’s their fault for 
calling it Victoria Street), and crucial van 
drinking slows traffic via toilet stops. 
 
2007 - Palmerston North sees the biggest ever one-bed-massively-drunk-debating-orgy (there was even an 
Aucklander) and the Cobb is the only bar in town but no-one minds because it’s awesome. 
 
2008 - Back in Hamiltron (it’s more than you’d expect) and staying with the cross-dressing (and lovely) Sarah 
where people fall asleep on car bonnets and get buffaloed on freshly opened bottles of vodka. 
 
So you see? There’s something for everyone at Thropy! This year we’ll be heading up on the evening of 
Friday 22nd May and driving home Sunday evening. Thropy alternates from Palmy and the ‘Tron, so we’re 
back in Palmerston north this year for a good time. 
 
Seriously though - Thropy is excellent for a number of reasons. Debating at Thropy is for novices, and the 

competition is always fierce and people 
learn a lot. Based largely on the fact that it’s 
a fantastic compact weekend of fun, Thropy 
gets some fantastic adjudicators and there 
are great chances for feedback. 
 
Getting to Thropy normally costs $50 to $60 
for accommodation and transport, so it’s not 
a bad way to spend a weekend. Cancel 
those Friday night drinks and have a double 
shot pink panther at Levin Cobb ‘N Co. 
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Honorary Debsoc Historian and Past President Christopher Bishop reminds us just how awesome Vic is... 

This was the 11th time on the 
trot that Victoria has won 
Easters, a truly remarkable 
achievement. Victoria has had 
its ups and downs since 1999 
when the run started (mostly 
ups), but the one constant 
throughout this time has been 
the presence of the Officers 
Cup in various Vic debaters' 
flats around Wellington. Look 
out for it sometime; just don't try 
drinking from it or swine-flu will 
seem pleasant by comparison. 
Hmmm, lead and silver polish. 

It's also worth nothing that this is the fourth year in a row that 
the final has featured two Victoria teams. It is also the third 
year in a row that Vic One has debated Vic Two in the Grand 
Final. In 2006 the final was between Vic Two (Tom Fitzsimons 
and Stephen Whittington) who defeated Victoria Four (Josh 
Cameron and Ihaia Tichborne), 2007 saw Yogesh Patel and 
Stephen Whittington as Vic One defeat Polly Higbee and 
Clodagh O'Connor-McKenna, 2008 saw Polly Higbee and 
Richard D'Ath (Vic One) defeat Yogesh Patel and Ihaia 
Tichborne, and 2009 saw Seb Templeton and Richard (Vic 
One) defeat Yogesh and Ella Edginton. 

When I first joined the Society, it was oft-said that Vic One 
always lost to Vic Two in crunch rounds of tournaments. Not 
anymore, it seems. 

By winning this year, Richard D'Ath has joined an exclusive 
club of debaters who have won Easters twice - alongside him 
there is Stephen Whittington (2006/7), yours truly (2004/5), 
Nicola Willis (2001/2), Chelsea Payne (2000/2), Rob Salmond 
(1996/7), and Ryan Orange (1996/7). I'm sure there will be 
many more in the future. 

It's also worth noting the extraordinary performance over the 
last three years of one Y H Patel: to reach one Easters final is 
a great achievement, to reach three on the trot is exceptional. 
Well done. 
 

Debsoc alumni look forward to hearing of the 12th win in a row! 
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