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The second half of the first trimester
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Contact Details:

President: Polly - 0272451115/ pollyhighee@gmail.com
Vice-Pres: Kathy - 0272855725/ kathy.scottdowell@gmail.com
Secretary: Seb - 0274284172/ sebtempleton@gmail.com

2nd Yr Rep: Ella - 0273151490/ ella.edginton@gmail.com

1st Yr Rep: Frances - 0211988111/ francesratner@gmail.com




Australs Report’*" >

Regular as clockwork, the months of June and July see a bunch of
Debsoccers jet off to some part of Australasia for the seasonal bout
of Australasian debating junkets. This year, contrary to government
warnings, we headed to the heart of the swine flu epidemic,
Melbourne, to test our immune systems and debating prowess.

Il 6l start with the ADAM tournamen
Melbourne and is a three day competition that acts as a warm up for
Australs. Vic 1 and 2 attended this competition, along with Ihaia and

Philip judging. Things | remember from that tournament are (1)
Philipbs general absence as he wor
night at some trendy location in Fed Square; (2) The gradual

realisation that the whole of the Vic Squad are literally alcoholics who each polished off a bottle and a bit of

nasty wine in comparison to other unis who only partook in a glass or two each; (3) clubs that had

inconvenient stairs that were prime for tripping over; (4) a bizarre tickle rape experience between lhaia and

Ella; (5) the disturbing anime program at the final night drinks. As for the actual debating, we had some

fantastic results with both Seb and Richard being named in the top 10 speakers and Ella named the 2nd

novice speaker.

We then had a few days of rest i when | say rest, | mean large quantities of shopping, drinking, going to see
Transformers Il (awesome), becoming more cultured via contemplation of Dali paintings and eating far too
many Seven Eleven doughnuts.

So then it was time for Australs proper. We got to the Victoria Hotel nice and early so Seb and Richard could
gaze convenor Victor for as long as possible. The venue for pre-opening night had a stripper pole in the
middle of it which was interesting. Opening night itself was held at the National Gallery of Victoria which was
lovely, although home to some very interesting vignettes about race relations throughout the course of the
evening. A night | especially enjoyed was the womenbo
was excellent affirming an incredibly controversial motion about the moral correctness of murdering late term
abortionists i and everyone sung her happy birthday which was fun! We headed out to the beach at St Kildas
for the test debate on the free day, and glammed it up for the Championship Dinner the next night at a nicely
pompous Lincoln of Toorak. For the final night, the Vic Squad + admirers went for dinner at an Italian place on
the riverfront (next to the massive pillars that spurted giant balls of fire every 20 minutes, see picture) and
then went to the FFour club for a hard earned night of dancing and drinking. Kathy was particularly pleased to
return to that bar as she had no recollection of visiting it on a particularly big night during ADAM.

Anyway, | should probably say something about the actual debating. Vic One. Wow. Made it to the finals, did
spectacularly well, and unfortunately (?unfairly) lost in a 5-4 split decision about Palestine accepting a state in
return for giving up their army. It was a joy to watch them in the semis also; could there have been a more
favourable topic than affirming the creation of an international market for drugs for Stephen? All of the rest of
the squad finished on 4 or 5 wins out of 8, and several were very ;

close to also breaking. We had four teams in the top 30 i and the
giant slayers Vic Four should be congratulated for their epic win over
Ateneo 1. | think we learnt a lot about different styles of adjudicating
and how to best adapt NZ style debating to an Australasian audience
insights which will be useful for future international tournaments. As
always, it was great to catch up with old friends and make new ones i
and it will be even better to catch up with them on our home country
turf in Auckland! Congratulations to the Auckland Org Comm for a
fantastic bid and the very best of luck for all the Australs preparation
bet ween now and this time next




By B.S. Perry ThrOpy Reprt: The S

Social Activities of a Thropical Nature

Thropy n. North Island novice debating tournament, infamous for its debauchery,
rowdiness and ités misspelled trophy.
AfWebre goingSebo Thropy! o

to throp v. drunken, disorderly and/or debaucherous behavour associated with
the aforementioned tournament, or the aftermath of such behaviour.

AThrop O6til you drop!o

ASeb Fshrweplpled?o

It all started with a van ride. Despite initial disappointment at the distinct lack of i
Bongo this year, spirits were raised quickly when our honourable President, Polly [
Higbee, showed up completely hammered and then spent the rest of the journey |}
to Palmerston North asleep and sprawled across Adam Goodall's lap. Now that's
leadership by example! Thanks Polly. Upon reaching base camp for the weekend,
Palmy's Kingsgate Hotel - in what Richard D'Ath dubbed the "ghetto wing"; a few
unnamed members of the Victoria debating society decided to christen the hotel
in recognition of our arrival and proceeded to do so off the hotel balcony.

Now, Thropy has always been a tournament tinged with a colourful history of fun and frivolity, and this year was no
exception. This year, we deviated from the conventional Indian cuisine that typically comes with a tournament in
favour of Chinese restaurant, which on top of a wide selection of smorgasbord dishes, had what has been absent
from many dinners in the pasti dessert.

Continuing a long-standing Thropy tradition, drinking vessels were stolen from the BYO restaurant in order to be
handed to the Best Speaker of the tournament in the for
year, perhaps due to the large number of vessels procured from the restaurant, or perhaps due to the aesthetic

appeal of one such vessel (a water jug), a new tradition was startedi The fAJug of Shattered Dr
runners-up of the tournament.

The ethnic muck was then followed by some light refreshments at local bar, Highflyers, where many debaters
showed that they were equally as at home on the dance floor as they are at engaging in persuasive rhetoric. Co-
Chief Adjudicatior, Auckland debater and good friend to the Victoria debating society Max Harris danced so much
that his trademark glasses came of and broke into two. He then had to go to the Palmy police station in order to get
some tape to hold them together until they could be fixed.

We awoke on the Sunday a little bit worse for wear, but this was able to be mitigated somewhat by a pitstop at the

|l ocal Burger King where some debaters partook in some
vomd in the nearby bushes. At the very |l east we were i
debating society, one of whom ended up in a hospital bed after being found unconscious in the Square the

previous night.

Having disposed of the remaining Auckland teams in the semi-
finals, this set up a Vic-Vic final (again). The final was very
entertaining, littered with innuendos of back-door dealings and
accusations of sexual inadequacy. In the end Victoria Four
nudged out Victoria Two to claim the McCleod Thropy for 2009.

It ended with a van ride. The weather managed to hold out for just
long enough to reach Porirua at which point it decided to pack
itself in and remind us that the weekend was over and we would

" have to resign ourselves to return to university the next day.

Xoxo, Your Gossip Guy, Brent Perry




Thropy Report: The Seriou:

By Yogesh Patel

Thropy was once again a very successful event for Vic, with yet another
Vic vs Vic final!

Motions varied from North Korea, to contraception issues, to child
labour, with the very spirited final being 'This House would fund
prostitutes for the disabled'.

Winners - Vic 4 (Holly Jenkins, Paul Smith, Frances Ratner)

Runners Up - Vic 2 (Johanna McDavitt, Peter McCaffrey, Doug Mcintyre)
Best Speaker - Holly Jenkins

North Island Novice Debating Team - Holly Jenkins, Paul Smith

2nd Reserve to the team - Daniel Wilson

Highly Commended - Frances Ratner

Accrediting adjudicator - Udayan Mukherjee

It should also be noted that team Nik Bruce-Smith,
Campbell Herbert, Daniel Wilson and team Rob
Carr, Aidan Kang, James Hurndell came away with
three wins, and were extremely close to breaking.
Yogesh Patel was the co-CA, and Hugh McCaffrey
was the Convenor, and in the biggest Thropy ever
(and now the biggest NZ tournament there is) they
did a pretty decent job of putting everything
together and organising a smooth tournament.. if |
do say so myself.

Whittington N Z B I u es Awa.r

Every year New Zealandbés top Uni ve
with a New Zealand University Blue. These are awarded to people

who have reached the top of their athletic pursuit, which includes

debating, and have also not failed more than one third of a full-time

course.

The 2008 Awards were recently given out in a splendid ceremony

held at Te Papa (Our Place). Two Victoria debaters, Steve and

Polly, won awards. So too did Max and Akif from Auckland 7 but

Akif couldndot make it. Amusingl vy,
from Vic were debaters and Canoe Poloists, and they were too
embarrassed to receive the Easters Game shield on behalf of the
University, so Steve and Polly collected it. My dad took photos, but

he hasnét Facebooked them yet.



