Everything you always wanted to know about…
THROPY 2008
What is this “Thropy” thing anyway?

The North Island Novice University Debating Champs.

Why is it called such a stupid name?

Because of a dyslexic engraver. The winning team gets the McLeod Trophy, named after Paul McLeod, a former Vic debater who tragically passed away in 2002 aged just 22.

Victoria are the defending champions.

That’s sad (the death bit, not the Vic winning bit). Where and when is it?
Waikato University, Hamilton on Saturday May 17 and Sunday May 18.
Tell me something amusing about Hamilton

Okay. Dianne Yates used to be an MP for one of the electorates there.
 That is amusing in and of itself. She announced she was standing down as an MP, then ran for a seat on the Hamilton City Council. Despite being a sitting Member of Parliament, she came 5th.

That’s not that funny; you’re just a political geek. Tell me something else.
Waikato Law School.

Who else is coming?

Lots of JAFAs and some Hamiltonians if they can get a debating society together.

Despite it being Michael Mabbett’s home town, he is not coming.


Tell me more. How do we get there and stuff?

We’ll be driving up on Friday afternoon (in vans). Probably around mid-afternoon. We’ll return on Sunday afternoon after the tournament is over. You shouldn’t have to miss any university classes.

If you want you could fly up. The vicious rumours that a debating society tragic once booked a 9.40pm flight at 6pm the day Thropy started because he couldn’t bear to miss it are not true.

Where do we stay?

In a “Lodge” in the ‘Tron.
 We’ll drive to the University each morning and return there at night.

There’ll be partying and debauchery, right?
Absolutely. On the Friday night we’ll kick off with some not-so-quiet drinks with the other campus(es). Saturday night is “break night” where we’ll enjoy some mucky ethnic food at a dodgy Hamilton “restaurant”. Then there may well be karaoke.

Will we do any debating?

Yes. On the Saturday there’ll be four rounds, and then on the Sunday there’ll be quarters, semis, and a grand final.
What’s the debating style?

Three on three with replies. Half an hour prep and then six minute speeches, and no points of information. Pretty simple.
How do I get placed in a team?

You can either get together with two other friends and tell us you are a team, or just tell us that you want to debate, and we will place you in a team with others. 

Can I come and adjudicate?

Yes, absolutely. If you are not accredited, there will be an opportunity to become accredited at Thropy! 

So, summing it up, why should I come?

Multiple reasons. I have helpfully synthesised them into three:

1. It is the bestest and funnest tournament ever.
 We will party hard.
 Everyone who has been to Thropy before agrees that it is awesome.

2. It is a great way to learn more about debating and improve your skills.  

3. You will make lots of new friends from all over the North Island.

How much will this debating extravaganza cost me?

Unclear. Not a massive amount. We will try and keep it to around $70.
That’s amazing! What does that cover?

Your accommodation for two nights, and your transport up there and back in the Debsoc van.
 You’ll also need to budget for food and drink whilst there.

What’s with the footnotes?

No idea.

Okay, I’m going. What do I do now?

Email vicdebating@gmail.com with your name, and whether you are in a team or not (and who’s in your team if you are). You MUST do this by Sunday May 11 so we know if you are coming etc (and can book you accommodation, space in the van etc).

� This fancy name is totally unbefitting of the general nature of the Thropy tournament.


� The “D’Ath Vaders” were the winners in 2007 – Emily Bruce, Kathy Scott-Dowell, and Richard D’Ath.


� The electorates are named Hamilton West, and, get this, Hamilton East. They’re clever up there.


� I should not be so mean – its Dean used to be the Honourable Margaret Wilson, Speaker of the New Zealand House of Representatives. The fact that it is run by crazy raging Marxist feminist fruitcakes is immaterial.


� This is unlikely.


� Michael will tell you he is actually from Reporoa, but he was born in Hamilton and went to school there.


� Which is, of course, discouraged, generally, by the Debating Society. No one on the Executive has ever missed class for debating. No one. Ever.


� It was booked at 6.30pm.


� We think this is rural-speak for “motel”.


� Or not; we are unclear if Hamilton has any karaoke bars.


� Ie, we will drink quite a lot.


� Ibid.


� Someone once had a bad time, but we didn’t like him much anyway; and he eventually left the Debating Society.


� Hehe. “Make friends”. Hehe.


� If Stephen Whittington was writing this, which he most assuredly is not, he would point out that the price is actually more than $50, because VUWSA is chipping in money to subsidise everyone’s costs, and you have all paid $120 to VUWSA this year already whether you like it or not. This is a very good point, but one that deserves to remain in the footnotes nonetheless.


� We will also teach you how to play “Horse”, the Official Debsoc RoadTrip Game.


� See above n 10.


� I thought I was being clever, that’s all. Leave me alone.





