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Both major candidates have accepted 
their party nominations in the United 
States; everyone’s holding their breath for 
a New Zealand election date; and 
Debsoccers are all thinking hard about 
whether they stand a better chance 
running for 2nd Year Rep or for General 
Exec. Whichever polls you follow closest, 
this is certainly an exciting time for 
democracy. And we’ve got a President 

working at Parliament, a life member working hard on the Obama campaign, 
and a second year taking it all in over in Washington for a trimester. 
 
What does that all mean for us? We’ve got one final, exciting public debate 
in store on an election issue, there’s a lot of policy being thrown around to be 
debated, and we can all look forward to our own elections in the last week of 
term. And don’t forget to pressure Debsoc’s favourite cuddly bear into 
running for VUWSA President. 
 
And don’t forget for a second the Plunket Medal coming up. Phew, all that 
going on and we haven’t even gotten into our amazing success away at 
Joynt Scroll and in the Parliamentary Shield. Read on. 
 
- Seb Templeton. 
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General Enquiries: vicdebating@gmail.com 
President: Chris: cjsbishop@gmail.com 
V/P: Kathy:  scottdkath@student.vuw.ac.nz 
Secretary: Seb: its_a_sebby@hotmail.com 
2nd Yr Rep: Emily: emilyrobyn@gmail.com 
1st Yr Rep: Jane: janepring@gmail.com 
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By Kathy Scott-Dowell  

The word ‘holiday’ denotes a time of peace and relaxation – a break 
from the general hustle and bustle of everyday life. For the five Vic 
teams and contingent of adjudicators going to Joynt Scroll however, 
the past holidays were anything but restful or relaxing. Instead of 
passing a blissful two weeks watching movies and catching up with 
friends, teams poured hours of time into researching and preparing 
cases – the only movie watching that was done was strictly of the 
‘educational’ kind…!  
 
All teams headed down to Christchurch feeling nervous but excited – would we win back the historic Joynt Scroll, 
carefully transported by Eleanor draped in a protective green towel? At the Coachman Motel teams put the 
finishing touches on their cases and, as always, it was lovely to catch up with the Auckland debaters who were 
staying with us. We also made a very enjoyable trip to the local New World, where Kathy SD finally redeemed her 
free coffee from Muffin Break, and Ben Moore discovered he had an unhealthy addiction to Weight Watchers 
strawberry mousse. That night we headed out for a few drinks, had a quick catch up with the teams from Otago 
and Canterbury then headed to bed to enjoy the benefits of the Coachman’s electric blankets.  
 
The next morning marked the first day of the tournament. The first round’s moot looked at whether Universities 
should be reserved solely for the best and the brightest. We then debated about whether war criminals should be 
executed and finally looked at whether the WTO should impose environmental standards in its trade agreements. 
Most teams, however, were looking forward to the first debate of the second day; debating whether pornography is 
an affront to feminism. I feel this debate brought Vic closer together as a campus as it really brought out previously 
hidden sides to people. Jane Pring revealed she was able to talk about cum-shots for 1.5 minutes. Yogesh 
revealed he had extensive knowledge of different categories of porn – or at least had a lot of ‘friends’ who were 
very well informed on the subject. I think also it gave both debaters and adjudicators fresh material to tackle. I 
would be interested to know if there has ever been a debate before where ‘fisting’ figured quite so prominently.  
The final round of the preliminaries was whether we should ban publicly funded get-out-the-vote-campaigns. I can’t 
speak for the other debates, but certainly for Vic One this was the most heated. Kathy SD and Ella’s desire to 
revenge their two losses to Canterbury One at Easters was finally sated, although not before some very forceful 
declining of POIs.  
 
Both Vic Two and Vic One made it through to the semi finals, breaking first and second and both unbeaten, so 
stayed up until 3am prepping about open immigration. Many thanks to Kathy E’s family for letting Vic Two prep at 
her house and to Ella’s Aunt and Uncle for letting Vic One prep at theirs. Both teams enjoyed their semis very 
much indeed and were pleased to beat Auckland One and Otago Two, meaning they made it through to the finals. 

 
The final was held at the Provincial Council Chambers – not the actual Council 
Chambers as Vic One soon found out. Piece of debating trivia – this beautiful venue was 
also the location of the finals between New Zealand and Australia in the Schools 
Invitational debating tournament earlier this year. The topic for the final looked at 
privatising SOEs and was eventually won by Vic Two (huge congratulations to those 
speakers: Kathy Errington, Jane Pring and Seb Templeton ). Vic cleaned up in the 
awards with Ella Edginton, Yogesh Patel and Seb Templeton receiving Highly 
Commended awards; Jenna Raeburn winning the Russell McVeagh Cup for Most 
Promising Speaker; Richard D’Ath as 2nd reserve to the NZ team; two Kathys in the NZ 
team; the President’s Cup for Best Speaker (Kathy SD ); and Centennial Cup for Best 
Adjudicator (Gareth Richards ). We also had fantastic results on the speaker tab. 
 
What excellent results – another great tournament, and another year holding onto the 
oldest trophy in New Zealand. Can’t wait for BP! 
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By Eleanor Bishop  

Friday afternoon saw most of the Vic squad arrive in 
lovely Christchurch and after an amusing shuttle ride to 
the Coachman Hotel (I think our grey-haired comrades on 
the shuttle were slightly perturbed by all the talk of 
pornography), we scrambled for beds, and settled in to do 
some prep; with the hangers on also trying to get 
university work done. Most attempts were abandoned by 
5pm when various corks could be heard being removed 
from wine bottles. The bed situation (i.e. sharing beds) 
meant Gareth won his bet with Polly about when 
Christopher would yell at Eleanor, correctly choosing 
Friday night. 

Friday night's social activity was drinks at the local Bush 
Bar. The evening began with a bizarre encounter at the 

nearby Bush Tavern (the 'Chur equivalent of the Downtown Local). We were told "you don't belong here" and 
shuffled off to the actual watering hole planned for that night. Unfortunately drinking finished promptly at 10pm with 
most debaters wandering back to prep. Eleanor, Sophie and Jane eventually kicked everyone out from their room 
as National vs. Labour debates raged….. 

Saturday saw some debating happen, and Saturday night's activity was a mystery night which turned out to be not 
a quiz, not bowling, but "Debsoc's Next Top Model" (i.e. a pub crawl, with a stop off at Julia Whitehead's house to 
play dress up). This would've been a fun activity except most debaters piked and since the adjudicators were held 
up doing their thing, most people just ended up at the Fox & Ferret, a conservative lodge style pub. The highlight of 
the evening was surely the walk from the motel where we were yelled at by boy-racers and someone threw eggs at 
Eleanor. This suitably shit evening was capped off as Eleanor tried to stay awake as Gareth, Joe, Christopher and 
Jordan reminisced about Joynt in 2003 (and how those were the good ol' days for raging debating parties) and 
Jordan forcibly amused us by calling customer service helplines. 

Fortunately Sunday night (break night) was epic, with a room party rivaling even the days of yore (according to old 
gun Joe Connell). Post Thai dinner, post Fox n Ferret, room four at the Coachman Motel was home to many 
debaters engaged in various debaucheries: grinding to Katy Perry's I Kissed a Girl and I liked it, drinking from 
debating cups, Otago's         stealing a bike and racing through the motel carpark as debaters threw glass bottles 
at him, certain debaters toking up in the corner,            passing out, debaters drawing all over him in lipstick and 
eyeliner,            going mental when he woke up, and Alex Olssen falling asleep on Eleanor's bed after eating her 
ricies and one of her bananas. 

Monday night, post Final activities were a tad subdued, most 
debaters choosing an early night after a quiet drink at the very 
classy Vespa. However some continued the room party of 
Sunday, this time in Auckland's quarters, with many debaters 
choosing to engage in philosophical conversations (can 
science achieve true objectivity?) or climb in the roof, or 
alternatively all over Sebastian Templeton. Kathy Scott-
Dowell's spooning orgy did much to comfort disappointed 
debaters and was a fitting way to end such a lovely 
tournament. Even though we won pretty much everything, it 
appears the hatred of Vic is waning. Yay! 

Huge Joynt thanks go to Eleanor Bishop for leading the 
squad to Christchurch, and to Chris Bishop as the C hief 
Adjudicator - doing a fantastic job. 

Check out the full results on the website!! 



Everything you wanted to 
know about... the Debsoc 
Committee and the AGM 

The good ship Debsoc is 
steered throughout the year 
by an Executive Committee 
of eleven people. The Committee for the forthcoming year is 
elected at the Annual General Meeting of the Society, with the 
exception of the 1st year Rep (who is elected at a special 
meeting held at the start of the university year. This year's AGM 
will be held on Wednesday 8 October (the last week of 

university).   The Committee sets a budget for the year, approves expenditure incurred by the Society, and 
generally oversees all of the various things that Debsoc is involved in. Committee generally meets every 
Wednesday for an hour before Debsoc starts. A description of the various Committee positions is below. Think 
about standing for one in 2009!  

· President : Leads and sets the direction of the Society for the year, liaises with the University, Wellington 
Speaking Union, and other societies in NZ and abroad, chairs committee meetings, and generally makes sure 
things happen throughout the year. 

· Vice-President : Deputises for the President and supports him/her, works with committee on specific projects 
during year. 

· Secretary : Maintains membership database, website, and email address, sends weekly emails, takes meeting 
minutes, produces Squirrel. 

· Treasurer : Produces an annual budget, provides periodic financial updates to the Committee, and prepares 
the Society's annual accounts for approval by the AGM. 

· 2nd Year Rep: Represents the interests of 2nd years on the Committee 
· 1st Year Rep : Represents the interests of 1st years on the Committee 
· 5 x General Executive members . Along with the 2nd Yr Rep, divide up the following portfolios amongst them: 
 
Schools : Helps to run Wellington schools' debating competitions. 
Development : Organises the Pro-Am tournament in the first trimester, helps organise Thropy squad. 
Social : Organises social events like the end-of-year party, mid-year dinner, etc. 
Tournaments : Organises Victoria squads for national and international tournaments outside Wellington. 
Punket/Public Debates : Organises the Plunket Medal Oratory Contest, and other public debates that we run. 
Vic Champs : Convenes the Vic Champs grade in the first trimester. 
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By Chris Bishop 

Worlds is the largest debating tournament in the world - at last year's tournament in Thailand there were 400 teams 
present and over 400 judges. This year's tournament is in Cork, Ireland and whilst it won't be as big, it promises to 
be just as good. The debating style is British Parliamentary and it's being held from December 27, 2008 to January 
4, 2009.  There'll be nine rounds of debates, octo-finals leading to the Grand Final, numerous parties, a black-tie 
dinner, opening and closing ceremonies, tours, etc. Worlds is something every debater should do at least once. 
  
Registration is about $750 NZD - which covers your accommodation for 8 nights in a 4 star hotel, food, lots of free 
alcohol, social events, etc. On top of that you'll need to pay for flights (anywhere from $2600 to $3500) plus spend-
ing money. There is the possibility of some funding from the University and VUWSA to offset these costs, but this 
is not guaranteed at this stage. 
  
Vic can send three teams (of two people) to Worlds this year, and two judges. You don't need to be an accredited 
NZ judge in order to judge at Worlds. If needed, there will be trials (for debaters and judges) but right now, we're 
asking for expressions of interest. If you're interested in going, please email vicdebating@gmail.com and let us 
know how keen you are asap.  
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The Plunket Medal is a prestigious and 
historic Victoria University award for 
oratory organised each year by 
Debsoc.  The medal has been awarded 
for 103 years and past winners have 
included MPs, Chief Justices and other 
notable names.  Traditionally debaters 
are excellent at it and we strongly 
encourage you all to enter! An oration 
is a moving, dramatic form of speech, 
which in this competition must last for 
10 minutes and be delivered without 
notes. The winner receives a medal 
and their name on the Honours board 
in the Hunter Building.   
 
Speeches can be on absolutely 
anything that takes your fancy and 

traditionally the competition attracts a huge variety of different topics.  Past winning speeches have included 
Joe Connell’s “Dart”, comparing the world map to a dart board in terms of the circumstances people are born 
into and Robbie Allan’s “I am a bleeding heart Libertarian.” 
 
This year’s competition will be held on Wednesday 24th September in the Hunter Council Chamber at Kelburn 
campus at 7:30pm.  Interested entrants should email Emily Bruce (emilyrobyn@gmail.com) with their name 
and the title of their speech by 5pm on the 19th September.  Anyone can enter (not just Debsoccers).  Speech 
and Drama teacher Melda Townsley will be holding a Learn to Orate night on the 11th September for anyone 
who will be competing or is considering it.  This is always well worth attending and will give you a more 
detailed idea of what the competition is all about.  If you have any more questions feel free to ask any 
members of committee, or watch the video of last year’s winner in the Videos Section of the website. 
 
The competition will also be fascinating to watch and we hope to see you all there! 
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Simple, really. 
 
· Bells are given at 10 and 12 minutes 
· Orations shorter than 10 cannot win 
· Orations longer than 12 will have points deducted 
· Orations must be delivered without notes 
· Topics can be of the competitor’s choice 
· Order of speakers is determined by lot 
· Speakers may only listen to orations after theirs 
 
An oration is not a debate, nor is it just a funny 
speech. Topics should be moving and about something that you care about. 
 
Still have no idea? Make sure you come to the Learn to Orate Night, and watch last year’s winner Robbie 
Allan (right of the top picture) in the video section of the Debsoc website. 



Last year Vic Debsoc won every non-international tournament we contested (Officer’s Cup, Thropy, Joynt 
Scroll, Victoria Shield, Vice-Chancellor's Cup) but one - the Parliamentary Shield right here on our own 
doorstep. It’s competed for by adults in Wellington in what’s better known as the ‘Prem Grade’, run by the 
Wellington Speaking Union. Last year our top team were the 
only Vic team to break, making it to the final but losing in a close 
debate. But this year things changed. Vic broke three teams to 
the semi-finals: Vic Liberty Lovers + 1 (Chris Bishop, Stephen 
Whittington, Polly Higbee, Gareth Richards ), Vic Kawerau 
Liberation Front (Aidan Beckett, Kathy Scott-Dowell, Seb 
Templeton, Ihaia Tichborne) and Vic Voices of a New 
Generation (Richard D’Ath, Kathy Errington, Hugh McCaffrey, 
Yogesh Patel) - all breaking on 4, 3, and 2 wins out of 4 
respectively. Liberty Lovers made it through to the final and on 
the same night as the Joynt Scroll final, kept us on track for 
even more trophies than last year. And yes I know the picture is 
from Australs, but there were none of them with all four. 
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The second trimester BP grade is going really well after three 
rounds. Check out where your team stands and start thinking 
about the New Zealand BP Champs later this year after exams. 

For the first time, and definitely not 
the last, Debsoc ran a second Pro-
Am competition, this time for British 
Parliamentary debating. Thanks to 
some experienced ams and a great 
turnout of pros we were able to get a 
lot of coaching in and make this a 
really successful day long 
tournament. Making it through to the 
all-am final were Ben Moore, Brent 
Perry, Daniel Jackson, Nigel Smith, 
Sarah Wilson, Phillip Belesky, Ellen 
Thomson and Nik Bruce-Smith. Ben 

Moore  won the 
tournament, 
being the best 
am speaker 
over the rounds. 
Daniel Jackson 
was named the 
most improved. 
Many thanks go 
to Kathy Scott-
Dowell and 
Emily Bruce 
who ran the 
competition. 

Team Members      R1 R2 R3 R4 Total 

Alice Feslier-Holmes/KSD/Emily Bruce 5  2  2    9 

Sarah Wilson/Nigel Smith/Ben Moore 5  4  2    11 

Kathy Errington/Udayan Mukherjee/Foulkes 5  5  5    15 

Hugh McCaffrey/Yogesh Patel/Ellen Thomson 5  0  0    5 

Seb Templeton/Daniel Wilson/Chris Blackford 4  3  5    12 

Phil Claridge/Nik Bruce-Smith/Harley Thorpe 4  3  0    7 

Aidan Beckett/Alex Olssen/Brent Perry 4  2  0    6 

Ihaia Tichborne/Matt McGrath/Peter McCaffrey 3  4  4    11 

Richard D’Ath/Ella Edginton/Clodagh O-M 3  5  4    12 

Sam Ward/Matt de Wit/Kaspar Beech 3  5  3    11 

Corrina Howland/Philip Belesky/Sophie Hamer 3  4  0    7 

Aditya/Daniel/Jose 2  2  0    4 

Henry/Lewis/Tam 2  3  2    7 

Adam/Johnny/Rhys 2  4  3    9 

Tom M/Paul/Jane 0  0  5    5 

Jane/Sarita/Kate 0  2  4    6 

Polly/Bish/Steve 0  0  0    0 

Alex S/Arran W/Marin 0  3  0    3 
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This year's public debate season has been a 
winner, and the best news is that it's not even 
over yet! 
 
We started off the year with an educational 
flavour, considering the moot: "That this house 
would implement a system of school vouchers". 
Roger Kerr kicked off the debate quoting Milton 
Friedman and it proceeded in a truly heated 
fashion from there. Heather Roy presented us 
all with our own personalised handmade 
vouchers for education whilst Grant Robertson 
scoffed at her allegations that she would be a 

minister.  Student debater Stephen Whittington won the audience over with his thorough analysis of 
"this theory…that's called competition" and convinced the audience that the overall quality of schools 
would improve with a voucher system.  The audience voted by show of hands for his side, the 
affirmative. 
 
We moved away from politics in the second debate to look at God (and whether or not he is dead, 
specifically).  This age old question drew in a massive crowd from within and outside of the uni, with 
Debsoc well represented by a stellar lineup of Udayan Mukherjee and Tom Matthews advocating for 
his inexistence, and Joe Connell on the other side.  The two sides of the house clashed on a variety 
of questions: Can science alone could be relied upon to explain our creation? Do our emotional 
reactions to life and to art stem from spirituality? To what extent can our lives be explained by 
random chance?  This made for a fascinating debate! The footage from both this debate and the 
education vouchers can now be viewed on the Debsoc website, so make sure you check them out! 
 
We couldn't let election year slip by without having a Labour-National showdown, so the topic for the 
last debate is "That we need a change in government" at 6pm at Rutherford House on the 6th 
October. With your koha, we'll provide tea and coffee after the debate so that plenty of good 
mingling and arguing can occur. Looking forward to seeing you all there! 

Thought the mid-year dinner was a good time? Ha. Make sure you come 
along to our delightful end of year party. With famous Vic/Vic finals in all 
domestic uni tournaments this year, every trophy or cup won at Joynt, a 
record 10th Easters win in a row, and the Parliamentary Shield finally in 
our grasp there’s loads to celebrate. Except that bloody slippery Bledisloe. 
 
The end of year party will be on Saturday the 11th October, at the end of 
week 12 and a week before exams start so no excuses! The party will be 
themed (and it’s taken seriously!) but this, the location, and the nominal ticket prices are yet to be confirmed. 
Keep an eye out for more details and a funky costume to wear. There will be fun, laughter, prizes, nibbles, 
and a bar tab. Party!! 
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By Seb Templeton 
 
According to Chris Finlayson MP, the Plunket Medal is New Zealand’s oldest and 
most prestigious oratory competition. Back in his day, he will tell, chambers 
where it was held were packed, and preliminary rounds would be held to 
determine eight finalist speakers to compete for the medal. While this important 
award may not be competed for quite so widely in recent times, it has not lost 
any of its prestige, nor has it lost any of the sparkle that it can give to any of the exclusive people to win it. 
 
Parliamentarians, Queen’s Counsellors, academics, writers, and even a Chief Justice have won this award 
over the years. And among those that have tried many times and failed: Finlayson himself, Raybon Kan, and 
apparently Aidan Beckett’s father along with his prodigal son. Plunket is a big deal, and you’ll still hear 
Victoria graduates from all ends of the earth grumbling about their failed attempts, or remembering their prize 
winning speeches. 
 
So just who’s won this infamous Wellington award? 
 
Russell Fairbrother won the Plunket medal in 1974. He has gone on now to become a Member of 
Parliament for the Labour Party, first elected in 2002, having practiced law for twenty-three years after 
graduating from Victoria. Russell Fairbrother also notably won Joynt Scroll in 1971 and was a prominent 
debater throughout his studies. He recently, with Chris Finlayson, hosted a Debsoc celebratatory function at 
Parliament. 
 
Along with Russell, there are some more key people mixing law and politics after winning Plunket. Hamish 
Hancock  (Coll boy - what else?) won Plunket in 1970. He was also a member of the New Zealand 
Universities’ Debating Team that year and won a Debating Blue award. Hamish became a partner for Rudd 
Watts and Stone, before becoming a National MP in 1990. He then returned to law working as a Crown 
Counsel in public law and has defended the Crown all the way to the Supreme Court on a number of 

occasions. 
 
John Platts-Mills is a huge name in law and politics in the 
UK. After winning Plunket in 1926 and eventually graduating 
from Victoria with a first class honours in Law, John won a 
Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford (Alexandra Gillespie has also 
won Plunket and gone on to be awarded a Rhodes). He fought 
in the Royal Air Force during World War Two, but was 
expelled for a while for Communist sympathies. He was 
elected as part of the British Labour Party in 1945, and later 
became a hugely prominent Queen’s Counsel lawyer in the 
United Kingdom. 
 
Oswald Chettle Mazengarb won the Plunket Medal in 1912. 
He went on to stand for the National Party in 1935 and 1938. 
He also later became a Queen’s Counsel. Oswald is most 
famous for his report (the ‘Mazengarb Report’) as the chair on 
the 1954 Special Committee on Moral Delinquency in Children 
and Adolescents, along with numerous other legal texts he 
produced. In 1950 Oswald was appointed to the Legislative 
Council’s ‘suicide squad’ - a council appointed entirely to  

 



accept their own abolition. 
 
An even bigger name, and much longer title, is the Right Honourable Sir 
Humphrey O’Leary (oh these Coll boys), who won Plunket in 1906. His 

Right Honourability became the President of both the Wellington Law Society and the New Zealand Law 
Society, and in 1935 was made a King’s Counsel. From 1946 - 1953 Sir Humphrey was the seventh Chief 
Justice of New Zealand. 
 
Sir Matthew Oram (guess the school) 
was the Plunket winner in 1910. He 
became a barrister and solicitor, and 
eventually was a Captain of the NZ Army 
in World War 1, based in Wellington. Sir 
Matthew was awarded an M.B.E in 1919. 
From 1943 - 1957 he was a Member of 
Parliament, being the Speaker of the 
House (“order”) from 1950 until ‘57. In 
1952 this Plunket winner was knighted. 
 
So you see? Some pretty amazing 
people have won (and lost, but I couldn’t 
go into all of them) Plunket. Make sure 
you sign up to get into it this year and go 
on to be written about in thirty years’ 
time. Or to be knighted, become an MP, 
become a QC or a CJ or an ABC or 123. 
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Vic Shield has become famous the last two years for heated finals 
between Sayeqa / Stephen and Michael Mabbett / Josh, including 
famous quotes like “That’s a lie!” - “You’re a lie”. Both times Stephen and 
Sayeqa have come away with the win, but this year she’s overseas and 
the competition has blown wide open! Or maybe Steve will just fine a 
new partner and the same anger will continue. 
 
Vic Shield is an Easters style competition. That’s the two vs two, three 
minute prep one we showed you right back on the first night. Check out 
the Debsoc Guide > Debating Styles page on the website (http://
www.debsoc.co.nz) if you can’t remember. The competition is run by the 
Wellington Speaking Union for students and adults in Wellington. It’s 
hosted in our Student Union Building, and entry is only $2. The best bit 

about it - it’s a knockout competition of 16 teams so you could be there for one round or you could go the 
whole four, and it makes for some really intense and heated debates. As well as all the best upsets. And 
that’s the best thing about it - any team could jump another on a good topic or coin toss and take the glory. 
 
If you’re keen to go it’s on Wednesday 1st October. If you want to enter - anyone can - email 
wsupremgrade@gmail.com with your team name and two members. 
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